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Silent, stealthy, and deadly. Throughout history,
venomous snakes have been feared by man.
Indeed, many are extremely dangerous to humans.
Yet their exotic features draw our interest. From the
cobras of India to the pit vipers of South America,
we are fascinated and frightened by them. 

Find out everything you didn’t know about how
venomous snakes hunt, what they eat, how they
reproduce, and much more! Sink your teeth into
razor-sharp images and amazing facts as you learn
all about Venomous Snakes. 
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Introduction

It stares without blinking, and hears a pin drop

without ears. It moves its long, scaly body

silently through almost every desert, river,

forest, and city in the world. It is the snake,

whose 3,000 species crawl the Earth both

day and night. Over 600 of those species are

venomous snakes. 

Venomous snakes are native to every country

in the world except for Iceland, Greenland,

Ireland, and New Zealand. These amazing

animals are all around us. Yet they are also

incredibly mysterious. In fact, most people are

terrified of them. And why not? They are silent.

They are stealthy. Their fangs drip with deadly

venom.  

There are around
250 venomous

snake species that
have venom which is toxic

enough to kill a human.
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5

Word Bank & Activities pp. 42-43  

Venomous snakes are among the most feared creatures on the planet. Yet,

they are among the most misunderstood creatures on the planet, as well.

We fear them because just one bite can cause us pain, loss of a limb, or

even death. But what we often forget is that venomous snakes do not want

to hurt people. They bite us only when they are surprised or frightened, and

only in self-defense. 

By learning more about these amazing creatures, we will not only have less

fear of them, but we will also learn how to protect ourselves from being

bitten. If we recognize the signs that indicate a venomous snake is nearby,

we can prevent the snake from being startled, and save ourselves from a

nasty bite! 
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Unlike in the myths of Aboriginal Australians, snakes are generally

considered evil in Native American mythology. Many tribes feature

myths about a great serpent called Uktena. Uktena was massive, had

long antlers like a deer, and had a third eye at the center of his

forehead that sparkled like a beautiful diamond. It was believed that

death came to anyone who took one look into Uktena’s third eye. In

one story, Uktena was defeated by a man called Aganunitsi.

40

Myth II
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Interestingly, just like the
Rainbow Serpent, Uktena

is associated with rain. This is
because he was said to have been

created by the thunder gods.

41

Word Bank & Activities pp. 62-63  

One day, Aganunitsi was captured by the enemies of his tribe. They were about to kill him when he

cried out, “Wait! If you spare my life, I promise to bring you Uktena’s third eye.”

The chief of the tribe decided to grant Aganunitsi’s request, and sent him out of the village. Aganunitsi

soon came to a hill where he saw a giant rattlesnake; the largest he’d ever seen. However, he paid it

no mind and continued on his way. 

Next, he saw a giant water moccasin, again the largest he’d ever seen. But it was still not the snake

he was looking for. Over and over, he came upon giant serpents, lizards, frogs, and turtles. He didn’t

pay attention to any of them; his mind was completely focused on finding Uktena and capturing his

third eye.   

Finally, at the top of a mountain, Aganunitsi found Uktena sleeping. He quietly dug a trench around

the mountain, beneath Uktena’s resting place. Then, he filled the trench with pinecones,

branches, and leaves. He set fire to everything in the trench, and took out his bow and arrow.

Before Uktena could wake up, Aganunitsi took careful aim, shooting him right in the heart.

Uktena awoke and headed straight for Aganunitsi. But the fire in the trench was too large for

him to pass through. He began spitting venom from his long fangs, but none of it could reach

Aganunitsi. Blood, which was just as poisonous as the venom, poured out from his wound, but it

harmlessly collected in the trench.

Uktena thrashed about until, finally, he died. His massive body rolled through the fiery trench and

down the mountainside, where it finally came to rest in the branches of a tree. “Come!” Aganunitsi

called out the birds. “Feast on Uktena’s flesh!”

The birds soon picked Uktena’s body clean until only bones were left. It was then that Aganunitsi

climbed the tree and grabbed something from the snake’s skull. It was a beautiful, shining diamond:

Uktena’s third eye! He took it back to the village of his enemies and gave it to the chief. From that

day forward, he was known as the greatest hunter in the land. 
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Built to Kill  

Word Bank

(pp. 10-11)

hunt (v) = to search for sth

carnivore (adj) = an animal that eats

other animals

evolve (v) = to develop

deal with (phr v) = to handle

feature (n) = a characteristic

as a whole (phr) = as a group and not

in parts

mobile (adj) = movable

skull bones (phr) = bones that form

the head

gland (n) = an organ that produces

chemical substances

otherwise (adv) = in a different way

viperidae (n) = a family of snakes 

relatively (adv) = in comparison with

sth else

allow (v) = to let

sink (v) = to force into

muscle (n) = tissue which produces

movement of the body

tissue (n) = a group of cells of a similar

structure and function

dislocate (v) = to move a bone out of

its normal position

consequently (adv) = therefore

wide open (adj) = fully open

permit (v) = to allow

quantity (n) = amount

compressor (n) = sth that is able to

squash sth else

hollow (adj) = empty

victim (n) = sb/sth that is harmed by

sb/sth

(pp.12-13)

retract (v) = to take back

fold (v) = to bend 

fit into (phr v) = to be the right size

boomslang snake (n) = 

likely (adj) = probable

register (v) = to record as an entry

paralyzing (adj) = causing immobility

capability (n) = ability

concentrated (adj) = present in a high

amount

digest (v) = to assimilate food 

over the course of (phr) = during

bulging (adj) = curving outward

store (v) = to keep

pouch (n) = a small bag 

or container 

a) Choose the word in bold that you think

best completes each sentence.

1 All venomous snakes eat animals/plants.

2 Vipers have longer/shorter fangs than other

snakes.

3 Venomous snakes’ jaws/fangs have two parts.

4 Cobra fangs are long/short.

5 Venom is deadly/useful to snakes.

b) Listen, read, and check if your

answers were correct.

Pre-Reading activities

1 Read the text. Decide if the following

sentences are T (true), F (false) or

DS (doesn’t say). 

1 Snakes can survive in both hot and 

cold regions. ........

2 Compressor muscles squeeze out 

all of the snake’s venom at once. ........

3 Boomslang snakes have fangs under 

their eyes. ........

4 Cobras have the least evolved 

venom-delivery system. ........

5 Venom can only paralyze the 

snake’s victim. ........

While-Reading activities

2

46
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What three

things did you learn from

the text? Tell your partner.

7

Choose the correct answer from A, B, C, 

or D.

1 Which sentence best describes venomous snakes?

A They are the most complex reptiles on Earth.

B They are the largest reptiles on Earth.

C They are the oldest reptiles on Earth.

D They are the deadliest reptiles on Earth.

2 Which snakes have the best venom-delivery

system?

A vipers C boomslangs

B cobras D none of the above

3 Which snakes are less likely than others to bite

people?

A vipers C boomslangs

B cobras D none of the above

4 Which sentence best describes venom?

A It is only found in snakes native to sub-

Saharan Africa.

B It is a concentrated form of digestive toxins.

C It is a special pouch behind the eyes of some

snakes.

D It always registers around 12.5 mg/kg on the

SCLD50.

3

SUBJECT-SPECIFIC VOCABULARY: Fill in:

glands, dislocate, pouches, compressor,

victim, digest, retract. 

1 The snake’s fangs sink into the muscle tissue of

its  ......................... .

2 It is easy for a venomous snake to .........................

its jaws.

3 Vipers and cobras have special .........................

that produce venom.

4 When they no longer want to bite, vipers

......................... their fangs. 

5 ......................... muscles press a special gland to

produce venom.

6 It takes several days for venomous snakes to

......................... their food. 

7 Behind the snake’s eyes, venom is stored in

......................... . 

4

a) Match the letters and numbers to make

phrases.

5

b) Use the phrases in Ex. 5a to write

sentences based on the chapter.

Put the events in the correct order. 

This allows them to bite prey anywhere on its

body.

Finally, the snake lets go and waits for the

venom to work.

This allows the venom to be injected into the

prey.

First, the snake’s jaw dislocates and lays

almost flat.

Vipers have a highly evolved venom-delivery

system.

Then, the snake uses its compressor muscles. 

Next, the snake bites its victim and sinks

its fangs into it. 

These muscles squeeze venom through

the fangs and into the prey.

After-Reading activities

6

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

47

bulging A temperatures

negative B capability

paralyzing C fangs

concentrated D heads

hollow E form

1

2

3

4

5
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Myth I

Word Bank

a) Choose the word that you think best

completes each sentence.

• animals  • mountain  • land  • rain  • grass  

• sun  • event  • festival  • sky  • flood

1 Every year, the Rainbow Serpent .........................

is held in January in Australia.

2 Australian Aboriginals believe that a great

......................... came from the Rainbow

Serpent’s mouth.

3 The water made ....................... grow on the hills.

4 The ......................... jumped out of the Rainbow

Serpent’s mouth.

5 The Rainbow Serpent sends ..................... when

it is happy.

b) Listen, read, and check if your

answers were correct.

Pre-Reading activities

1

Read the text. Choose the correct answer

from A, B, C, or D.

1 Where did the Rainbow Serpent sleep during the

Dreamtime?

A at the center of the moon C in the sky

B at the center of the Earth D in a circle

2 Which of the following best describes the Earth

during the Dreamtime?

A just land and ocean C rainy

B sunny and warm D giant

3 Why did the Rainbow Serpent curl up and rest?

A it was displeased C it was full

B it was tired D it was happy

4 Which of the following did NOT come out of the

Rainbow Serpent’s mouth?

A water C animals

B the moon D people

While-Reading activities

2

(pp. 38-39)

aboriginal (adj) = native

creator (n) = maker

tribe (n) = indigenous social group of people of

common descent, language and traditions

rainbow (n) = 

serpent (n) = snake

associate (v) = to make a connection between

watch over (phr v) = to protect

prosperity (n) = well-being

pleased (adj) = being very happy with sth 

suffering (n) = a lot of pain

proper (adj) = appropriate

respect (n) = admiration and appreciation given by

others

to hold a festival (phr) = to have a festival

awake (v) = to wake up

crawl (v) = to creep

roam (v) = to wander about

groove (n) = channel

rest (v) = to relax; to sleep

basin (n) = round container

flood (n) = overflowing of water

please (v) = to make happy

displease (v) = to make unhappy

turn into (v) = to transform

monsoon (n) = seasonal heavy rainfall in some

Asian countries

drought (n) = dryness; a shortage of rainfall

60
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Decide if the following sentences are

T (true), F (false), or DS (doesn’t say). 

1 According to Aboriginal Australians, 

a giant snake created all life. ......

2 The Rainbow Serpent Festival is 

held in Victoria, Australia. ......

3 The Rainbow Serpent had toxic 

venom in its fangs. ......

4 The sun and the moon created the 

Rainbow Serpent. ......

5 The Rainbow Serpent always lived 

in the sky. ......

6 The Rainbow Serpent shows its 

unhappiness by changing

people into animals. ......

3

Fill in: proper, tribes, creator, giant,

prosperity, suffering, Aboriginal.

1 The native people of Australia are called

........................... Australians. 

2 Different ........................... have different names

for the Rainbow Serpent.

3 The Rainbow Serpent is a(n) ...........................

snake.

4 The Rainbow Serpent is believed to be the

........................... of life.

5 When the Rainbow Serpent is happy, it gives

people ........................... .

6 Some people don’t pay ........................... respect

to the Rainbow Serpent.

7When people do not respect the

Rainbow Serpent it brings them

........................... .

4

Replace the words/phrases in bold with the

correct synonym. Use: roamed, displease,

watches over, crawled, belly, turn, grooves.

1 Some people believe the Rainbow Serpent looks

after them.

2 The Rainbow Serpent slithered over the land.

3 All the animals lived in the Rainbow Serpent’s

stomach. 

4 It wandered around, deciding where to put each

animal.

5 The weight of its body left behind deep channels

in the land.

6 People should not upset the Rainbow Serpent.

7 The Rainbow Serpent can make people

transform into animals.

5

Put the events in the correct order to

summarize the myth. 

First, it created mountains when it pushed up

through the ground.

Then, the Rainbow Serpent opened its mouth

wide.

The Rainbow Serpent decided to create life on

the Earth.

Now, the Rainbow Serpent watches over all life

from the sky.

Water and animals flooded out, spreading all

over the world.

Next, it created deep grooves and basins with

its body weight.

After-Reading activities

6

A

B

C

D

E

F

Send an email to your English

speaking friend retelling the myth in the

chapter. Use the verbs below.

• transform  • fill  • travel  • carry  

• jump  • watch

7

61
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Review

Listen to a dialogue about snakes. For

questions 1-4, choose the correct answer,

A, B, C, or D.

1 What are the speakers mainly talking about?

A how many types of snakes live in the area 

B how venoms affect the brain differently 

C how the effects of snake venoms differ 

D how to produce specific antivenins 

2 What does the rattlesnake’s bite cause?

A It causes the brain to stop working.

B It causes tissue damage and organ failure.

C It can cause lung problems.

D All of the above.

3 Which of the following is an example of organ

failure? 

A when the heartbeat becomes faint

B when the heart beats faster

C when the heart beats normally

D when the heart stops beating

4 According to the man, why is the death adder

dangerous? 

A It lives near human populations. 

B Its venom stops brain function. 

C Its bite causes tissue damage. 

D Its victims almost always die. 

Listening Activities

1

Listen to the following talk about lack of

access to snake antivenin. For questions 

1-4, choose the correct answer, A, B, C, or D.

1 What is the main discussion of the lecture?

A comparing two types of snake venom

B pointing out current problems with antivenin 

C explaining the negative effects of antivenin

D examining the cause of snake bites

2 Why does the man discuss rural areas? 

A to argue that they are less safe than urban

ones 

B to imply that people in them need help treating

snake bites 

C to indicate that their residents skillfully treat

snake bites 

D to compare the snake bite treatments used in

them 

3 What does the speaker imply when he says, “The

sad answer is that right now, they can’t”? 

A He believes people will reject the help of

medical professionals. 

B He considers antivenin research ineffective. 

C He feels the modern antivenins need to be

more advanced. 

D He thinks that some populations do not receive

the antivenins.

4 Which of the following statements will the man

NOT agree with? 

A Antivenin research is progressing, but it’s not

enough.

B Antivenin needs to be available everywhere.

C It would be a waste of money to send antivenin

to small villages.

D Many people live in the remote regions where

venomous snakes are located. 

2

64
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Amazing Facts

a) Fill in: curved, spit, mouth, fangs,

heart, venomous, bacteria, stings,

smallest, rattlesnakes.

b) Listen and check. 

In groups, collect more facts about

venomous snakes. Make a Yes/No quiz for

your classmates.

1

2

The black mamba is a
venomous snake species

from Africa. It gets itsname from the black color inside its
1) .......................... .

Australia
has more 

6) ..........................
snake species than

non-venomous snake
species! 

The
2) .......................
venomous snake

species in the world is
the Namaqua dwarf 
adder, which is less 
than ten inches in

length!

Fangs are not the only teeth
venomous snakes have! Their

mouths are full of sharp, 
4) ............................. teeth for

gripping prey as they
swallow it down. 

7) .......................... are born

without rattles. They build up

the rattles on their tails over

time as they shed their skin.

In the United States, 
more people

are killed by bee and 
wasp 

3) ..................... each y
ear than by

venomous snake bites!

Even non-venomous snake bites can be dangerous;snakes have a lot of 9) .......................... in theirmouths that can lead to infection.

Some cobras can 5) ..........................venom out of their mouths and into theeyes of their prey to blind it!

Venomous snakes often need to grow
new 8) .......................... . This is

because they break easily when the
snake bites its prey.

In Vietnam, the 
10) .....................

of the cobra is
considered a

delicacy, especially
eaten raw!

72
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