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4 5History and modern times

1 2Geography Population

The English-speaking world

 b) Read and match the countries A-F to the statements 1-6.

 1  Over a third of the people there speak another language 
   very well.
 2  This is one of the most southerly countries in the world.
 3  The people speak two European languages but the 
   country isn’t in Europe.
 4  English is not the most popular language there.
 5  This country contains at least three other countries.
 6  You can find the biggest number of languages spoken 
   there.

1  In a minute name as many English-
speaking countries as you can.

2 a) Look at the countries in the text.                    
Are any of the countries you named 
mentioned?

1  Match the original peoples (1-6) 
to the countries(A-F). Read the 
text and check. 

3  Choose one of the countries in the 
text and tell your partner. Make 
three mistakes. Your partner 
corrects you.

4  ICT   Collect information about 
ethnic groups and religions in 
your country and write a short 
paragraph. Write: where the 
people come from, which the 
largest/smallest ethnic groups 
are, any aboriginal people or 
native tribes, and the main 
religions people follow.

3  Ask and answer questions based 
on the text.

4  ICT  Collect information about 
another English-speaking 
country. Write a paragraph about 
it. Write: where it is, how big it is, 
how many people live there, the 
languages the people speak.

2  Read again and fill the gaps with 
an appropriate word.

People
Come From
Where

 1  Maori
 2  Navaho
 3  Aboriginal
 4  Sengwer
 5  Inuit
 6  Gondi

 A Canada
 B India
 C Australia
 D USA
 E Kenya
 F New Zealand

Australia

USA

Kenya

India

Canada

New Zealand

Ninety percent of Australians 1)  ................ European DNA. Only 2.8% of 
the population today are Aboriginal. Australia has no state religion, but 
just over half of Australians are Christian and 30% have no religion. The 
aboriginal people of Australia believe 2) ................ the Dreaming in which 
the creators of the Earth disappeared into the sky.

In the USA, White Americans (from German, Irish and English families) are 
the largest group. Hispanic Americans are the largest ethnic group and 
African Americans are the largest racial group. Native Americans make up 
1.6% 3)  ................ the population and 4)  ................ biggest tribe is the 
Navaho people. The USA allows freedom of religion and two thirds of the 
people are Christian, 26% have no religion, and 9% are of other faiths. 
Mississippi is the most religious state. Different Native American tribes 
have different traditional religious beliefs.

Just over two thirds of New Zealanders have European roots, 15.3% have 
Asian roots and 9% are Pacific peoples. The Māori people are the largest 
non-European ethnic group and make 5)  ................ 16.5% of the 
population. Christianity is the main religion in New Zealand at 37%. The 
Māori religions of Ringatū and Rātana are basically Christian, too. But 
almost half 6) ................ the people in New Zealand have no religion. 

Kenya has 120 different ethnic groups, but the largest are the Kikuyu, the 
Luhya, the Kalenjin and the Luo. The Maasai culture is 7) ................ known 
due to tourism, despite being a minor percentage of the Kenyan 
population and the Sengwer people are 8)  ................ danger of losing 
their land and their identity. Most Kenyans are Christian (85.5%). Ten 
percent of the population are Muslim and there are more Quakers in 
Kenya 9) ................ in any other country.

India has more than 2,000 ethnic groups and every major religion. One of 
the biggest is the Gondi ethnic group 10) ................ 13 million. Over 800 
million Indians are Hindu and 14.2% are Muslim. India has the third-
highest Muslim population 11) ................ the world.

Around three quarters of Canadians originate from Europe. Other ethnic 
groups include Chinese, Indian, First Nations and Ukrainian. There are 
over 1.5 million people from 600 different First Nations peoples and 
65,000 Inuit people in Canada. Most of the people in Canada are Christian 
or have no religion, but there are small percentages of people in other 
religions such 12) ................ Islam and Judaism.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
is to the north-west of mainland Europe in the Atlantic 
Ocean. It has the North Sea to the east, the Irish Sea to 
the west and the English Channel to the south. It includes 
Great Britain (England, Scotland, and Wales) and the 
north-eastern part of Ireland as well as some smaller 
islands. It is 242,500 km2 and has a population of over 
67 million. English is the official language.

Canada covers most of northern North America. It extends 
from the Atlantic Ocean in the east to the Pacific Ocean in the 
west and to the Arctic Ocean in the north. Canada’s border 
with the United States is the longest in the world. It is 9.9 
million km2 and it is the world’s second largest country. 34 
million people live there. Canada’s two official languages are 
English and French, with 59.7% of the people having English 
as their mother tongue.

The Republic of Ireland is close to the UK in the Atlantic 
Ocean. It has a border to the northeast with Northern 
Ireland. The Irish Sea is to the east, St George’s Channel 
to the southeast and the Celtic Sea to the south. It is 70, 
273 km2. Around 5 million people live there. The people 
speak Irish and English. About 39% of the people speak 
fluent Irish.

The Republic of India is in South Asia. The Indian Ocean is to 
the south, the Arabian Sea is to the west, and the Bay of 
Bengal is to the east. Its neighbours are Pakistan to the west, 
China, Nepal, and Bhutan to the north and Bangladesh and 
Burma to the east. It is 3.2 million km2 and has a population 
of 1.3 billion. There are 447 native languages in India, but the 
official languages are Hindi and English.

Australia’s official name is the Commonwealth of Australia, 
but many people call it ‘the land down under’ because it is 
below many other countries on the globe. It is a continent as 
well as an island country and it includes the island of 
Tasmania and other smaller islands in the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans. It is over 7.6 million km2. 22 million people live 
there. English is the official language. 

The Republic of South Africa is at the southern tip of Africa. Its 
coastline is on the Atlantic and the Indian Oceans. Its 
neighbours to the north are Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe, 
and to the east are Mozambique and Swaziland. It is 1.2 
million km2 and over 60 million people live there. There are 
11 official languages and top three are Zulu, Xhosa and 
Afrikaans. English is the fifth most spoken language.

A The United Kingdom D Canada

B Ireland E India

C Australia 
F South 

English is the third most widely spoken language on the planet, and an official 
language in 53 countries around the world. Let’s find out where some of them are.
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